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The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm at Lesbury Village Hall. 

 

Present:  Cllrs Humphrys (Vice Chair) (JH), Hall (JuH), Tulip (PT) and County Cllrs Gordon Castle (GC) 
and Martin Swinbank (MS) 

 

In attendance: Cllr Church (MC), Hodgson (AH), Elizabeth Taylor (Clerk) (ET), County Councillor Glenn  
                         Sanderson (item 2) and 8 members of the public. 
 

 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

 Public Questions: 
Hipsburn Roundabout Sign: The fingerpost sign damaged in Storm Jorge back in 
March 2020 is still not replaced by NCC Highways, who had agreed to fund and replace 
the sign.  NCC were having difficulty obtaining a quote.  Billy McKnight has offered to 
get a quote from a contact of his and pass to NCC, which was gratefully accepted. 
PRoW Gate Pond Field: Billy McKnight wished to have recorded his dismay that there 
now needed to be 4 gates into Pond Field.  GC advised this was a result of a complaint 
of an obstruction to the PRoW, which NCC were legally required to uphold. 
South View VMS Sign: Bob & Marrisse Whittaker were in attendance to register their 
objection to the proposal to move the VMS sign to outside their house at 31 & 32 South 
View.  They advised the tree foliage did not cover the VMS sign and in the 3 years they 
had lived in South View they had never witnessed the tree foliage hindering the sign 
working and were very much against the sign being moved.  JH advised a decision had 
not yet been made, AM had contacted them and their neighbours to find out their views 
on it being moved and it was an agenda item to be discussed and agreed tonight under 
item 5.  This was noted and the residents to stay for that part of the meeting. 
Footpaths: Rob Bland raised a comment about the lack of footpaths in the area and in 
particular between Lesbury and Alnwick and Lesbury and Longhoughton.  He enquired 
if the number of footpaths could be increased, but in particular not have any new 
footpaths adjacent to public highways.  GC advised the cyclepath from Alnwick to Bilton 
along the railway line had not long been opened and that this then connected to the 
cyclepath to Warkworth/Amble.  A path in the direction of Longhoughton was more 
difficult to achieve.  MS advised a working group looking at a greenway to 
Longhoughton had been established and that talks were taking place with the 
landowner Northumberland Estates and Rob would be welcome to join the group (JH to 
email the group details).    MC advised the footpath from A1068 to Alnwick recently 
flagged as needing clearing would open up another footpath and it’s clearance would 
be an easier job to make this walkable rather than creating a new footpath elsewhere.  
GC mentioned the new footpaths being created from Alnwick to Wooler and AH 
commented that these would be much more scenic than a footpath to Longhoughton. 
Affordable Housing: Bob Whittaker commented one of the downsides of 
Northumberland being popular for tourism was the increased number of 2nd and holiday 
homes which was detrimental to locals.  Glenn Sanderson advised NCC had ringfenced 
a budget of £48million to deliver affordable housing over the next 4 years.  GC also 
advised the newly approved NCC Local Plan would help try to minimise that negative 
impact whereby restrictions would be placed on housebuilding where the occupancy of 
non-residents (ie 2nd and holiday homes) is more than 20% then further development 
won’t be permitted unless it is for residents.  Glenn Sanderson advised NCC would be 
using land and S106 money to invest in affordable housing.  He also advised NCC were 
actively looking at the problems tourism was bringing to parking in the coastal 
communities and was working with those communities to try to resolve the problems 
and had initiated a Coastal Summits meeting to help with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 

1.  Apologies: Cllrs Norris (Chair) (JN), Knowles (DK) and Martin (AM)   
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2.  County Councillor Glenn Sanderson, Leader, NCC 
Glenn Sanderson was welcomed to the meeting.  A number of issues that the PC and 
residents wanted to talk to Glenn Sanderson about had already been discussed under 
public questions.  JH asked for a progress report on works to make Steppey Lane 
footbridge disabled friendly/accessible.  MS/GC advised that the EA flood risk 
assessment had been carried out.  Trial holes had been dug to check the structural 
aspect of the bridge.  Once this work is completed then a planning application will be 
submitted.  It is hopeful works will be carried out this year. 
Glenn Sanderson advised this was the end of the 1st year of a 4 year administration.  
Working hard to achieve a number of objectives, including NCC were: 
encouraging and supporting businesses in the county and highlighted the new wind 
farm business recently opened in the Port of Blyth; Doing the best they can to reduce 
inequality; To continue with no charges in town centres to encourage and attract 
tourists and locals to spend in the town centres; Committed to not cutting any frontline 
services; Had put in place a fund to help local communities celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee and also a fund to help support local communities with environmental projects;  
Were committed to spending money upgrading public toilets and parks/ open spaces. 
Reviewing/minimising the money spent on consultants/interim managers; NCC wanted 
residents to know they are here to help, hence the visits to Parish Council meetings.  
There were no further questions, so JH thanked Glenn Sanderson for his attendance.  
8pm - Glenn Sanderson departed the meeting. 

 

3.  Minutes: 22 March 2022 minutes agreed to be signed as a true record.  

4.  Declarations of Interest: 

JH – item 9b) 

 

5.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
VMS Speed Sign on South View: Bob & Marrisse Whittaker, Mel Taylor and Clare 
Glee were in attendance to object to the proposed moving of the sign.  This objection 
was noted by the PC.  Marrisse enquired why the PC or NCC couldn’t just cut back the 
foliage and give the resident the bill.  JH advised the PC had approached the resident 
and that AM had cut it back for the resident each year.  JuH suggested the PC takes 
further advice from NCC about the position of the sign.  PT enquired why the PC can’t 
just do something about the overhanging branches.  GC advised NCC has a legal 
obligation to keep highways signs clear but it was not known if the sign was classed as 
a highways sign as it was just an indicative speed sign maintained by the PC.  GC to 
seek advice on where legally the PC/NCC stands with a VMS sign and suggested that a 
letter from NCC asking permission of the resident to cut back the foliage through local 
resources so the sign is kept in good working order.  It was unanimously agreed to 
await a response from GC, that the sign would not be moved and the PC would seek 
other options to resolve the problem. 
Storm Damage: AH had followed up with Charlie Davies at Cheviot Countryside 
Contracting re repairing the fence at Pond Field - the job is on his list to do but he is 
currently very busy dealing with other storm damage works.  ET confirmed a bench had 
been ordered with Northumberland Estate Saw Mills to replace the damaged bench in 
Watty’s Close Field.  DK confirmed he had reported the fallen trees in the Curly Lane 
woodland to N’land Estates and had followed-up on this again with them. 
Speedwatch: DK was yet to speak with Kevin Franklin. 
Queens Jubilee Mementos: Alnmouth PC’s suggestion to buy mementos for children 
of Hipsburn Primary School was further discussed.  It was agreed that the school 
should decide what memento should be purchased for the children and so a grant of 
£300 (approx. 150 children so £2 per child) was proposed by Juh, 2nd by AH with all in 
agreement.  JH to liaise with the school and ET to notify Alnmouth PC accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DK 
 
 
 
 

ET/JH 
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6.  Matters Arising 
a) Lesbury Post Office Update: JH and JuH advised the management group had 

continued to meet to take matters forward as much as they can.  The Plunkett 
Foundation could give advice on a community buy-out and Post Office Counters 
would help with the process too.  2 volunteers from the management group would 
act as Post office Managers.  Therefore the community were reasonably well placed 
to take things forward if need be.  Jill had advised the 2 recent interested parties 
were not proceeding but she has a new enquiry to follow up.  The marketing group 
are due to collate and analyse the questionnaires which were distributed to every 
household in the parish.  112 responses had been received.  The main headline 
feedback is that residents would like to see more of a corner shop feel to the shop 
rather than selling items for tourists.  Jill has also been progressing insurance for the 
Shepherd’s Hut.  This has been delayed as the insurance company are now insisting 
the hut is secured before they will insure it.  Jill has been in touch with Multiutilis who 
has suggested chaining the hut to the wall or outbuildings.  Jill is awaiting permission 
on that from Northumberland Estates before progress can be made. 

b) Alncom – Lesbury Broadband Project Update: JuH advised Alncom have 
confirmed there has been over 60 expressions of interest/vouchers applied for 
between Lesbury and Hipsburn so the project will be progressed.  Timeline is 
uncertain but an estimate would be August/September.  Lesbury Village Hall, St 
Mary’s Church and the Post Office will receive free broadband as community 
organisations. Any residents not yet registered their interest can do so at: 
www.alncom.co.uk or call 01665 604816. 

c) Coach Inn Update: JuH reported that Starpubs will hopefully attend the next PC 
meeting with an update but they continue to be committed to the re-opening of the 
Coach Inn.  It is a long process to re-open a pub when investment is required as 
negotiation between the brewery/tenant on how much each party contributes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  County Councillor Gordon Castle and Martin Swinbank – NCC Update 
NCC Local Plan: GC flagged the newly adopted local plan which as previously 
mentioned will not permit further development unless for residents when the occupancy 
of non-residents exceeds 20%.  This is to improve prosperity and make Northumberland 
a better place to live and work.  A briefing on the planning process to be rolled out. 
Ukraine Refugees: MS advised there are support groups in Warkworth and Alnwick – 
he has the details if anyone would like them. 
NCC LTP: GC/MS advised the results of the PC’s 3 priorities for the 2022-23 Local 
Transport Plan Programme will be out soon. [A reminder these were: 1. extend the 
double yellow lines from Curly Lane to Southview, Hipsburn; 2. improve road signage 
around the bus shelters on the Alnmouth Road near Lesbury roundabout; 3. 20mph 
speed limit through Lesbury village.] 
Hipsburn School Road Safety Scheme: A site visit with NCC Highways, Alnmouth 
PCand Lesbury PC was held on 23/3/22 to review the scheme.  A number of concerns 
were flagged including the soft verge, the hazard posts were inappropriate, lack of 
visibility of the buildout among other points.  These to be put to the NCC design team 
for review/consideration and assessment. 
Hipsburn to Warkworth Cycleway: Peter Hignett had flagged the ongoing flooding 
problem.  MS had raised with Iain Robson of AONB.  Iain advised the path had been 
raised a few years ago to try to resolve the flooding problem.  That area is constantly 
sinking and the rainwater from the fields and sea water exacerbates the problem.  The 
area couldn’t be raised any higher than it had been a few years ago.  Iain would carry 
out a site visit on 29/4/22 to review what more could be done to resolve the problem.  
ET to update Peter Hignett accordingly.  AH advised that the cyclepath is poorly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ET 
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maintained and the width of the path has narrowed considerably over the years as the 
grass has been allowed to get overgrown reducing it to a single track in many places.  
The hawthorn hedge running along the length of the cyclepath renders it useless as the 
thorns cause too many punctures for enjoyable use.  It was noted that when the hedges 
are cut, the trimmings are left on the cyclepath make it even more impassable. 

 
 
 
 

8.  Planning 
a) 22/00897/FUL – Timber Greenhouse - Burn Cottage, Longhoughton Road, Lesbury, 

NE66 3AT – no objections 
b) 22/01090/FUL – Front and Rear Extension - Old Reading room, Lesbury, NE66 3PN 

– planning application just received but concern about the rear extension was 
discussed.  The planning sub-committee to formulate a response. 

 

9.  Correspondence Received  
a) Peter Hignett – Lesbury Steel Bridge (Peter’s request to have this painted green 

next time was noted, although this decision lies with NCC).  Peter also flagged 
concern re Warkworth Cyclepath (see item 7 above). 

b) Mary Hollins – Request for Queen's Jubilee Grant – It was noted Mary Hollins had 
been unsuccessful in applying for the NCC grant.  The PC discussed the Steppey 
Lane street party and felt as this was mainly for Steppey Lane residents only, the PC 
could not offer a grant.  However, Mary was also organising a public event in the 
Village Hall.  JuH proposed the PC pays for the room hire of the village hall for that 
evening (3-4 hours at a value of approx. £50.)  This was 2nd by PT.   It was agreed 
JH would advise Mary Hollins accordingly and ask the Village Hall to add the room 
hire to the PC’s bill. 

c) Richard Fairbairn – Curly Lane Road Condition – the poor condition of the road was 
noted by MS/GC (a number of other residents had complained to them about it) and 
MS had requested that it is repaired by NCC.  GS also advised that he had received 
a number of complaints about parked cars and NCC were considering a short 
stretch of double yellow lines on Curly Lane from Hipsburn Cresent to improve the 
sightlines on that tricky bit of road. 

d) Mark Stevenson – fallen tree stump at Croftlands – MS had requested that the NCC 
tree officer organise for the tree stump to be cleared. 

e) John Malloy – Lesbury in Bloom – Spring Visit – 13 April 2022 - noted 
f) NCC – Planning Validation Checklist Re-consultation April 2022 - noted 
g) NCC – Northumberland Local Plan – Adoption - noted 
h) NALC Enews 29 March, 13 April and 26 April 2022 – noted.  A NALC Member 

Update about General Powers of Competence was discussed whereby PC’s could 
elect to spend a certain limit on things not in their powers. It was agreed that this 
was unnecessary and the PC would consider signing up to this at this time. 

i) NCC - Borderland Place Programme Consultation - noted 
j) NCC – AONB Special Interest Member – Tourism - noted 
k) NCC AONB Coastal Summit meeting – 20 April 2022 – noted.  JH to attend and 

report back to the PC. 
l) NCC – Increase in Parking Charges - noted 
m) Northumberland Pharmacy Needs Assessment - noted 
n) Northumbria Police – Northumbria Connected – noted 
o) Mark Warcup Solicitors – Lesbury Village Hall Lease with N’land Estates – a revised 

Lease had been issued.  It was agreed MC would review and JH would send a copy 
to the Village Hall Committee for their review. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 
 
 
 
 
 

MC/JH 
 

10.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) NCC (Queen’s Jubilee Grant) - £380 – CREDIT - noted 
b) Airah Rose-James (Hipsburn Jubilee Celebrations NCC Grant) - £380 - agreed 
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c) Multiutilis (remove old/install new Noticeboards) - £240 - agreed 
d) NALC (Annual Subs) - £246.05 – agreed 

e) Multiutilis (Annual Bench Inspection for Fixed Asset Audit) - £84 – agreed 

f) Northumberland Estates Saw Mill (Bench for Watty’s Field) - £114 – agreed.  ET 
advised that the bench had been delivered but the legs were too short for safe 
installation in a field (it was only suitable for installation onto concrete).  A 
replacement bench to be ordered. 

11.  Pond Field Play Area: 
The PC noted the annual RoSPA safety inspection was to take place in June. 

 

12.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 
Lesbury Tennis Club – MC asked this is added as an agenda item for discussion. 

 
MC 

13.  NEXT MEETING: Annual Parish, Annual Parish Council and Monthly Parish Council 
Meeting - 7.30pm - Tuesday 24 May 2022 – Lesbury Village Hall 

ALL 

 
 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.02pm. 


